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"be received. It may be attained to, but cannot be seen. It
exists by and through itself. It existed prior to Heaven and
Earth, and indeed for all eternity. It causes the gods to be
divined, and the world to be produced. It is above the
zenith, but it is not high. It is beneath the nadir, but it is
not low. It is prior to Heaven and Earth, but it is not
ancient. It is older than the most ancient, but it is not old.'
From the negative and contradictory accounts of Tao,
it does not follow that it is mere non-being, It gives rise to
ever}7 form of life and motion.

'It is bottomless; the very
Progenitor of all things in the world.'1

'Tao never does;
Yet through it all things are done.'a

'For Tao is hidden and nameless
Yet Tao alone supports all things and brings them to
fulfilment,'3

'For the Way is a thing impalpable, incommensurable.
Yet latent in it are forms.'

It is the * Mother of all things under heaven*.4 'It was from
the Nameless that Heaven and Earth sprang.'5 All dualities,
light and darkness, heat and cold, arise from it

The exact manner in which the empirical universe is
related to the Absolute Tao is not indicated. That the
world is a lapse from the Absolute is suggested in a few
passages. Look at the following:

*It was when the'Great Way declined
That hunlan kindness and morality arose.
It was when intelligence and knowledge appeared
That the Great Artifice began.'6

Some of the Taoists adopt the traditional dualism and
attribute the whole constitution of the universe to the inter-
action of the two principles of Yang and Yin.7 In
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7. These terms mean literally light and darkness. They are the female
and the mak energies, prakrti and purusa. Yang is the life-breath of heaven
and yin is the life-breath of earth. Yang and yin represent the forces of